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Marren Akatsa-Bukachi holds a Masters Degree in Public Health, a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Sociology, and extensive training in gender and 
human rights. 

She has extensive experience related to mainstreaming gender equality 
in development, peace processes and economic empowerment through 
supporting informal women cross border traders in the East African 
Community. 

Marren is currently serving as the Executive Director of the Eastern 
African sub Regional Support Initiative for the Advancement of 
Women (EASSI), a sub regional organisation that has been advocating 
for a Gender Protocol in East Africa since 2008. 
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International Relations 
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Formerly with the University of Dar es Salaam for nearly 30 years, 
Professor Baregu specializes in Peace, Conflict and Strategic Studies; 
Regional integration and Political Unions, Comparative Political 
Systems as well as International Relations, International Political 
Economy and International Negotiations.  

Prof. Baregu has served as a founder and member of the Program 
Management Group (PMG) of the Research and Education for 
Democracy in Tanzania Project at the University of Dar es Salaam and, 
later as Head of the Peace and Security Research Program at SAPES 
Trust in Harare (1998-2002). Prof. Baregu holds a PhD in Political 
Science and International Relations from Stanford University, USA. 
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Tetteh Hormeku is the Head of Programmes at the Third World 
Network-Africa. The Political Economy unit of TWN-Africa 
coordinates the Africa Trade Network, which has over 25 members 
from 15 countries in Africa. 

He holds an LLM in International Economic Law and has more than 
15 years of work experience in international trade and investment 
policy and negotiations. 
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Julius Kiiza teaches Political Economy of Development and Public 
Policy Analysis in the Department of Political Science and Public 
Administration at Makerere University.  

He holds a B.A. (Honours) degree from Makerere University, and 
received both a First Class Master of Public Policy and a Ph.D. in 
economics from the University of Sydney.  

Dr. Kiiza has published widely in the areas of economic governance, 
institutional reform and the political economy of development. 
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Programme Officer, Trade Policies 

and Negotiations 
SEATINI 
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Africa Kiiza is Programme Officer, Trade Policies and Negotiations, at 
SEATINI-Uganda, where he has worked in various roles since 2013.  

Africa has a Bachelor’s degree from Makerere Univeristy, and is 
currently pursuing a Master’s degree in Governance and Regional 
Integration at Pan-African University, Yaounde, Cameroon.  
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Agnes Kirabo has 13 years of experience from community based 
development work, situation analysis, training, monitoring and 
documentation of community and programme experiences and 
performances in areas related to food security and livelihoods. She has 
also years of experience in applied research, advocacy and analysis of 
public policy on agriculture, food and nutrition and related policies.  

Agnes is currently finalizing her Master’s Degree in Human Rights at 
Makerere University. 
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Leila is the Assistant Programme Officer in charge of Africa 
Parliamentarians’ Network on Illicit Financial Flows and Tax 
(APNIFFT) and the annual International Tax Justice Academy. Her 
work revolves around working with a network of African 
Parliamentarians on tax and illicit financial flows. She also coordinates 
the annual tax justice academy. 

She holds a Bachelors in Law, L.L.B from The Catholic University of 
Eastern Africa and a Post-Graduate Diploma from the Kenya School 
of Law.  
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Faith Lumonya is Program Officer at SEATINI-Uganda. She has a 
Bachelor’s degree from Makerere University.  
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Samwiri Lwanga-Lunyiigo read History at Makerere University and 
Archaeology at the University of Ghana, Legon. Thereafter he taught 
history at Makerere University, and served as Chief, Compliance 
Officer and Acting Managing Director of NSSF, Uganda. 
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Action Développement et 
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Burundi 

Godefroid Manirankunda is President of ADIR, a National Platform 
of Development NGOs. He is a bureau member of the Regional 
Forum of Civil Society (ICGLR) and Country Director of the Project 
“Promoting Agriculture, Climate and Trade linkages in East African 
Community” with CUTS International.  

Godefroid has served since 2010 as Burundi National Focal Point to 
the Forum of Civil Society Africa Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) / 
European Union. He is accredited to COMESA program for Peace and 
Security, and has served as Councillor to the Ministry of Rural 
Development, the Ministry of Town and Country Planning, Tourism 
and Environment, and the General Directorate of Agricultural 
Planning.  He is an agronomist by training and is a specialist in market 
garden and fruit crops.  
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Uganda 

Eunice Musiime is a human rights activist and ardent policy analyst 
with over 13 years experience working to promote gender equality, 
human rights and social justice at national, regional and international 
level. 

Eunice possesses a Bachelors Degree in Law from University of Dar 
es Salaam (Tanzania) and a Masters in Business Administration 
majoring in public policy analysis from the University of Birmingham 
(United Kingdom).  
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Executive Director 

Tanzania Coalition on Debt and 
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Tanzania  

Hebron Timothy Mwakagenda is a civil society leader in Tanzania. He 
has worked in the civil society sector for 25 years. He holds a Masters 
of Arts in Political science and he is currently a PhD candidate at Open 
University of Tanzania. He is sitting in different civil society boards and 
is currently the Executive Director of Tanzania Coalition on Debt and 
Development (TCDD). 
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Director, Southern and Eastern 
African Trade, Information and 

Negotiations Institute (SEATINI) 
Uganda 

Jane Nalunga is the Country Director of Southern and Eastern African 
Trade, Information and Negotiations Institute (SEATINI)–Uganda. 
Her major areas of expertise are trade and development in general; and 
in particular the multilateral processes (World Trade Organisation 
(WTO), International Financial Institutions (aid and debt issues), 
Climate Change, bilateral processes (Economic Partnership 
Agreements (EPAs), African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA), 
Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs); regional integration processes and 
the MDGs (especially MDG8). 

Jane holds an Honours Bachelor of Arts degree in History and English 
Language; a Diploma in Education from Makerere University; and a 
Masters of Arts in African History from the University of London.  

Anita Nayar 
 Director 

Regions Refocus 
India/USA 

Anita is Director of Regions Refocus, an initiative that co-constructs 
progressive and feminist policies with civil society, governments, sub-
regional alliances, and the UN. 

She has worked nationally and internationally on issues including 
women’s human rights, economic globalization, development, and 
climate justice. Most recently she served as Chief of the UN Non-
Governmental Liaison Service in New York and on the Executive 
Committee of the South-based feminist network, Development 
Alternatives with Women for a New Era (DAWN). Anita coordinated 
the Women’s Caucus in six major UN Conferences of the 1990s, 
bringing a gender perspective to bear on inter-governmental 
agreements. 
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Kenya

Fred Njehu is Programme Advisor at Kenya Human Rights 
Commission (KHRC). His areas of interest are trade policy 
negotiations and development, agriculture and environment, 
international cooperation, regional integration, business and human 
rights, economic and social rights, trade law, investments and public 
policy.  

Fred has been trained on trade policy analysis at the University of 
Sussex, U.K, Development from Makerere University, Uganda and on 
International Trade Policy and Trade Law by Lund University Sweden.  
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Ruth Nyambura 
African Eco-Feminist Collective 

Kenya 

Ruth is a political ecologist and eco-feminist from Kenya whose work 
focus is on the intersections of gender, economy and ecological justice 
in the Global South. 

Her current research interests interrogate political consciousness and 
self-identity of young black women/African descent in Africa and the 
African diaspora as they work on the intersections of ecological justice, 
in addition to how they are building transversal feminist solidarities in 
their movements. 

Flora Hillary Sarwatty  
Economic and Social Research 

Foundation 
Tanzania

Flora Hillary is a researcher and activist on gender, development policy, 
trade, investment and human rights related issues. She has participated 
and facilitated numerous meetings and conferences in the same field 
both at national, regional, continental and global level. She believes in 
trade and investment policies and practices which promote human 
rights and justice. 

Dr. Cäcilie Schildberg 
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung 

Germany 

Cäcilie Schildberg coordinates the Gender-Equal Approaches to 
Globalisation project. She also works on the issue of Global Social 
Justice and is responsible for the corresponding internet portal. Prior 
to this, she worked as an assistant in the FES Argentina office and 
conducted the European Seminars of the Academy for Social 
Democracy. Cäcilie Schildberg studied history, political sciences and 
romance studies at Ruhr-University Bochum and did her doctorate on 
a European policy subject. 
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Coordinator 
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Miriam Talwisa is Coordinator of YouthPlus Policy Network, 
Uganda. She works on climate and environmental issues, and has 
closely followed the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 
COP21.  

Yash Tandon 
Founder, SEATINI 

Uganda  

Yash Tandon is from Uganda and has worked at many different levels 
as an academic, a teacher, a political thinker, a rural development 
worker, a civil society activist, and an institutional builder.  

He was involved in the democratic struggle in Uganda and was member 
of the interim Ugandan parliament (1979-800. In 1997 he founded the 
Southern and Eastern Trade information and Negotiations Institute 
(SEATINI) of which he is still Chairman. 

Yash is the author of Trade is War: The West’s War Against the World, 
published in 2015. He holds a B.Sc. in Economics and a Ph.D. in 
International Relations from the London School of Economics. 
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Policy Coordinator 
Regions Refocus 

USA 

 
Kathryn (“Katie”) Tobin co-founded Regions Refocus with Anita 
Nayar in 2014. Before that, she worked for nearly three years as a 
communications and programme associate for the United Nations 
Non-Governmental Liaison Service. Katie has consulted on advocacy 
and policy analysis for several civil society organizations, in New York 
and Uganda, on sustainable development, conflict resolution, and 
women’s rights.  
 

Katie has a Bachelor’s degree in Africana Studies from Barnard College 
of Columbia University and a Master’s from School of Oriental and 
African Studies (University of London).  
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Godber Tumushabe is a lawyer, advocate, policy analyst and social 
entrepreneur. He currently serves as the Associate Director for Great 
Lakes Institute for Strategic Studies (GLISS) where he provides 
strategic and intellectual leadership for organization and 
developmental programming. 
 

Godber holds an LLM from Makerere University, a Master's in 
Juridical Science from Stanford Law School, and is a PhD candidate in 
Juridical Science at Stanford Law School. 

 

Pauline Vande-Pallen 
Programme Officer 

Third World Network-Africa  
Ghana 

 

 
 

	
    
Pauline Vande-Pallen is a Programme Officer with the Third World 
Network Africa. She holds a Masters in International Political 
Economy of Development from the Institute of Social Studies, The 
Hague. 
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Hon. Abubakar Zein is a member of the Committee on Regional 
Affairs and Conflict Resolution, and the General Purpose Committee 
of the East African Legislative Assembly (EALA), the legislative arm 
of the East African Community (EAC).  
 

He is the former Chair of the Regional Affairs and Conflict Resolution 
Committee. Previously, he served as the Executive Director of the 
Uraia Trust, Kenya’s largest national civic education and engagement 
programme, and a Commissioner on the Constitution of Kenya Review 
Commission (CKRC). 

	
  


