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Foreword 

While the annual Kofi Annan – Dag Hammarskjöld Lecture has always been held 
in honor of both of the former Secretaries-General, this year for the first time it was also 
held in memory of these two great statesmen. We were deeply saddened by the message of 
Kofi Annan’s unexpected death this past September. It is a great loss for the international 
community and for all of us working for multilateralism and peace. We will miss Kofi 
Annan’s exceptional voice that cut through the political noise in search of and calling for 
peace, justice and dignity. 

Kofi Annan’s legacy is unique, massive and far-reaching. He had many accomplish-
ments that could be highlighted; particularly noteworthy in the work that we do were his 
2005 reforms that initiated the creation of the United Nations Peacebuilding Architecture 
consisting of the Peacebuilding Commission (PBC), the Peacebuilding Support Office 
(PBSO) and the Peacebuilding Fund (PBF) with the aim to strengthen UN efforts to 
support sustainable peace and the prevention of conflict. His report from that same year, 
‘In larger freedom: towards development, security and human rights for all’, also identified 
the importance of the UN integrating its three pillars – peace security, human rights and 
development – in all of its work.

As the world now focuses on implementing the Sustainable Development Goals, and 
countries commit themselves to this important global platform, we should recognise that 
these build on Kofi Annan’s leadership in developing the Millennium Development 
Goals. The Millennium Development Goals, now succeeded by the Sustainable 
Development Goals, will live on as a testament to Kofi Annan’s foresight.

In 2001, when delivering a lecture in honour and memory of Dag Hammarskjöld, Kofi 
Annan underscored the importance of not straying from Dag Hammarskjöld’s – in his 
own words – ‘fundamental conviction that the essential task of the United Nations is 
to protect the weak against the strong. In the long term, the vitality and viability of the 
organization depends on its ability to perform that task, by adapting itself to changing 
realities. That, I believe, is the biggest test it faces in the new century.’
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As we mourn the recent passing of Kofi Annan, let us continue to remember and draw 
inspiration from these two great men who showed an unwavering dedication throughout 
their lives to a peaceful and just world for all. 

Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation and 
Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping Training Centre

Kofi Annan visiting Uppsala, Sweden, in 2001.
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Preface
Adama Dieng was chosen to deliver the Kofi Annan-Dag Hammarskjöld 
Lecture 2018 for his work to promote and protect human rights as 
essential for long-term peace and development. In advocating for the 
establishment of the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights, 
Mr Dieng demonstrated his commitment to ensuring that human rights 
are recognised and respected on the African continent. His leadership in 
advancing the role of the UN in the prevention of genocide, including 
through the development of a framework for early warning to detect and 
mitigate risks of atrocity crimes ref lect the values exemplified by 
Hammarskjöld and Annan.

The topic of Mr Dieng’s lecture was ‘Prevention and Mitigation of Armed 
Conf licts: Our Collective Responsibility’. This public event provided an 
opportunity for audience members, including those from the academic 
and diplomatic spheres as well as the public sector and private individuals, 
to learn about his experiences and insights. Mr Dieng shared his views on 
what is needed to better prevent atrocity crimes and violence as well as his 
ref lections on the role of the UN in this work. 

In his lecture, Mr Dieng spoke about Kofi Annan’s strong belief in the 
UN’s ability to advance lasting peace and tolerance between people, 
represent disadvantaged and minority voices and promote rule of law. He 
noted that while atrocity crimes are most likely to occur in situations of 
armed conf lict, genocide and crimes against humanity have also occurred 
outside of conf lict situations. This fact, Mr Dieng emphasised, underlines 
the importance of paying attention to, understanding, and reacting to the 
early warning signs of atrocity crimes. ‘Early warning can be successful 
only if it is linked to early action’, he underscored. 
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The lecture concluded with Mr Dieng urging that prevention of armed 
conf licts requires us individually and collectively – with partnerships 
between governments, regional and international organisations – to build 
resilient and cohesive societies. 

As we approach the 70th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, we thank Adama Dieng for his clear message that: 
‘We cannot undertake meaningful prevention without respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms universally recognised and guaranteed.’

Henrik Hammargren, 
Executive Director 
Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation 
 
Air Vice Marshal Griffiths Santrofi Evans,
Commandant 
Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping Training Centre 
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Prevention and Mitigation of Armed Conflicts: 

Our Collective Responsibility

Adama Dieng 

Excellencies
Dear friends
Ladies and Gentlemen
At the outset, allow me to express my appreciation to the Dag Hammar-
skjöld Foundation and Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping Centre for 
co-organising this Lecture and their teams who have worked tirelessly to 
ensure that our stay here in Accra is well taken care of and our discussion  
is conducted in such a pleasant setting. II am equally grateful to the Dag 
Hammarskjöld Foundation and the Kofi Annan International Peace-
keeping Training Centre for their introductory remarks which have set the 
tone and pace for this discussion. I am sure by the time we leave this place, 
we will have gained so much from various contributions of these 
distinguished people around here in the room.  

Before I start my remarks, allow me to join colleagues and friends here in 
Ghana and elsewhere, to pay my utmost tribute to the gallant son of Africa 
and the world statesman Mr Kofi Annan who passed on a few weeks back. 
To most people both in the UN and outside, Kofi embodied the very best 
of humanity. He represented excellence and values that continue to inspire 
and underpin our collective desire for a better and just world. As noted by 
his successor in office, Antonio Guterres, in many ways ‘Kofi Annan was 
the United Nations’.     

I was one of the few privileged individuals to have worked closely with 
Kofi. I remember in 2001, when the UN and indeed himself were still  
reeling from the tragedy of 1994 Rwandan Genocide, Kofi asked me to 
travel to Arusha, Tanzania and become Registrar of the  International 
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Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, a Tribunal the Security Council had 
established with his full support to hold to account those responsible for 
these crimes. Kofi remained a steadfast champion of justice and account-
ability during and after his term of office. His support to the establishment 
of the ad hoc tribunals, International Criminal Court and other forms of 
accountability mechanisms, will always be remembered as a symbol of his 
commitment to the plight of the victims of injustice and oppression in our 
turbulent world.    
   
Kofi always believed and worked to uphold the UN Charter. He believed in 
its enormous potential to help the world achieve lasting peace. He stood up 
for global peace, representation for disadvantaged and minority voices, rule 
of law, tolerance and friendship among nations. His commitment to vari-
ous initiatives to uplift humanity from abject poverty through sustainable 
development was unparalleled. He was the voice for the voiceless and hope 
for the hopeless. Indeed, as Kofi himself once noted, ‘It is not realistic to 
think that some people can go on deriving great benefits from globalisation 
while billions of their fellow human beings are left in abject poverty. We 
have to give at least a chance to share in our prosperity to our fellow citi-
zens, not only within each nation but in the global community.’ This was 
the belief of Kofi. And that’s the belief he devoted his life to. While accept-
ing Nobel Peace Prize in 2001, Kofi noted ‘…beneath the surface of states 
and nations, ideas and language, lies the fate of individual human beings in 
need. Answering their needs will be the mission of the UN in the century 
to come.’    

Humanity owes him a huge debt of gratitude. We can modestly repay this 
debt by carrying forward his vision and embracing these values he stood 
for and tirelessly championed. I believe by doing this we will not only be 
paying tribute to this distinguished son of Africa and global statesman but 
also recognising our collective desire, and indeed an obligation to our fellow 
citizens, to build a better world premised on justice, peace and prosperity 
for all.
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Prevention and mitigation of conflicts
My remarks will focus on prevention and mitigation of conflicts. Whereas 
my mandate specifically focuses on prevention of genocide and other  
atrocity crimes, in practice, prevention focuses on mitigating risk factors 
that can trigger violent conflicts or attacks against civilian populations. 
Therefore, effective prevention of atrocity crimes would naturally entail 
both early detection and the mitigation of factors that would lead to  
armed conflicts. 

Prevention of violent conflict and protection of populations from atrocity 
crimes remain a primary responsibility of States. Indeed, in the World 
Summit Outcome document in 2005, the United Nations Member States 
reaffirmed their responsibility to protect populations from genocide, war 
crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity, as well as their 
incitement. They committed to assist each other to fulfil this responsibility 
and to act collectively when States ‘manifestly failed’ to protect their 
populations from these crimes. This was the first such international 
commitment to protect populations from atrocity crimes. 

Early warning
Early warning is a critical component in conflict prevention and mitigation. 
Violent conflicts which result in atrocity crimes do not just happen over-
night. There are always early signs of conflicts. When the warning signs 
are detected, it is possible to take early preventative measures at national, 
regional and international levels. 

To this end, my office has developed a Framework of Analysis, based on 
international standards and practice, that identifies risk factors for atrocity 
crimes that could assist to prevent violent conflict situations before they 
deteriorate. The Framework has helped the office to raise concern of the 
risk of atrocity crimes at an early stage in many situations. For example, 
I was among the first UN officials to issue an alert on the risk of atrocity 
crimes in the Central African Republic, Myanmar and South Sudan.  
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In Yemen, along with other UN officials, I voiced warnings about the  
dangers facing the civilian population at several stages. Yet these warnings 
went largely unheeded to offer meaningful protection of vulnerable  
populations, including civilians targeted by extreme violence. 

To its credit, the African Union, under its Constitutive Act, has one of the 
most developed early warning mechanisms with a requisite legal framework 
for prevention. The Act under Article 2 obligates AU member states to 
intervene in situations to prevent genocide, war crimes and crimes against 
humanity. This legal framework, if put into practice, goes way ahead of the 
United Nations to prevent armed conflicts. The Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) is one of the most successful sub-regional 
organisations that has demonstrated, to some extent, the essence of timely 
and decisive response to the risk of armed conflicts, for example with its 
intervention in Côte d’Ivoire (2003 and 2011), Liberia (1990, 1997, 2003), 
Mali (2013) and most recently in The Gambia (2017).

Early warning can be successful only if it is linked to early action.  Regret-
tably, despite our efforts, there are still many obstacles to successful preven-
tive, early action. If we are serious about prevention, we must be prepared 
to act earlier, when we see the first signs of concern. In all my interactions 
with Member States and other stakeholders, I emphasise the importance of 
prevention over response. Prevention is so much less costly – in all senses, 
but particularly in terms of human life. And it provides so many more 
options for action.  Once we are in crisis-response mode, many doors to 
action are closed and the damage done can be irreversible or take decades to 
resolve. Although Member States have repeatedly emphasised their support 
for prevention, this has not been sufficiently translated into concrete actions 
and support for preventive strategies – even when there have been credible 
assessments of imminent threats to populations.
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Sovereignty vs protection
Many States use the principle of sovereignty to resist external assistance to 
their affected populations. I strongly argue that sovereignty should not  
override protection, rather it should recognise the sanctity of human life.  
If leaders are serious about preventing violent conflicts they must be open to 
seek assistance to protect their populations in the framework of the Summit 
Outcome document noted above. After all, this was a commitment under-
taken by Member States themselves! Failure or unwillingness to seek such 
assistance, may imply that the State is either implicitly or explicitly respon-
sible for the violence. That is why I always caution leaders around the world 
that if they do not take demonstrable action to prevent atrocities against 
their own citizens, then under the principle of command responsibility,  
they could be held accountable. 

Prevention includes human rights
We cannot undertake meaningful prevention without respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms universally recognised and guaranteed by 
the International Bill of Rights and other international and regional instru-
ments. In recent years, we have seen some States pushing back against the 
international frameworks of international human rights and humanitarian 
law that has been painstakingly and collectively developed since the end of 
World War II. This poses a dangerous threat to the effectiveness of  
international and regional human rights systems. We have seen the direct 
impact of this pushback both in violent conflict situations and in countries 
where governments are not only experiencing democratic and trust  
deficits from their citizens but are also directly targeting them in the pretext 
of national security. 

Some argue that human rights are relative and determined by culture and 
the political realities of each society, but this argument is f lawed. If  
cultural traditions or religious beliefs alone were to govern state compliance 
with human rights standards, then widespread disregard for and violations 
of human rights would be given legitimacy.  The quest for peace and a 
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life lived with dignity and basic human rights is not limited to a particular 
group of societies or nations, colour, gender, sexual orientation or religious 
belief. It is a quest that underpins our collective humanity and enduring 
trust in the UN Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

If we are to achieve sustainable peace, we must reaffirm our commitment to 
the primacy of human dignity and human rights as ref lected in the United 
Nations Charter and other international and regional human rights instru-
ments. As underscored by the preamble to the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, ‘recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and 
inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of 
freedom, justice and peace’.  It is our fundamental duty that we continue 
to solemnly honour and apply these words. But also use the very words as 
standard to hold accountable those who violate them. Irrespective of who 
they are. 
 
Drivers for peace
Credible state institutions and governments that citizens can trust are  
essential to build a peaceful society. It is always disheartening to see some 
governments around the world neglect their primary duty to fulfil this 
role and instead, officials engage in misappropriation of state resources for 
personal gain thus denying the delivery of essential services like education, 
health care and security to their people. Without the commitment to  
provide these essential services to those who lack them, our hope for  
the world where human life is respected and rule of law honoured will 
remain elusive.   

Equally true is that developing strong rule of law institutions must also 
be central to our preventative efforts. Responsive rule of law institutions 
are key to stability, conflict prevention and peaceful coexistence. In post-
conflict situations and divided societies, rule of law is especially critical to 
ensuring accountability and rebuilding trust and confidence in state  
institutions and governance frameworks. The breakdown of the rule of law  
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significantly increases the risk of gross violations of human rights which 
may lead to atrocity crimes. Many examples abound in Libya, Syria, 
Somalia, Iraq and elsewhere. 

Rule of law calls for accountability for atrocity crimes and other  
violations of human rights. I have always argued that peace and justice are 
like identical twins joined at the hip. It is difficult to separate them and 
achieve sustainable peace in post-conflict situations or indeed any other 
society. A credible peace process is one that pays attention to the whole 
spectrum of justice and reconciliation. Those who have committed serious 
crimes of genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity must be held 
to account. Amnesties should not be a scapegoat to condone impunity for 
such serious crimes. But this criminal accountability must also be accom-
panied with truth seeking which is very important to victims. It is only 
when truth has been established that actual healing can take place and 
the victims given a chance to forgive or seek reparations. When truth and 
healing is in place then we can embark on a credible reconciliation process.

While we would expect domestic judicial institutions to effectively com-
plement the work of international and regional judicial institutions, the 
reality on the ground in many countries demonstrate that local judicial sys-
tems are inadequate to sufficiently respond to the demand for justice that 
they are supposed to satisfy. We see justice systems that have been starved 
of appropriate training and financial resources; justice systems whose offic-
ers have been bribed, harassed, intimidated and sometimes even killed; 
justice systems that have been de facto stripped of their very raison d’être.   
It is these varied and complex challenges facing judicial institutions in most 
countries that have partly contributed to elusive peace, justice and  
reconciliation in many post-conflict situations. When serious violations are 
taking place, there should be no room for complacency. While this seems 
to be understood today, action is still wanting. 
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Inclusivity needed for prevention 
While I have laid emphasis on the importance of States taking their  
commitments seriously as full participants in making and implementing 
international law and obligations, I would like to remind all of us here that 
this obligation should equally extend to nurturing and supporting institu-
tions created to further peace, justice and human rights. It is only through 
empowering these institutions, submitting to their jurisdiction, respecting 
and carrying out their decisions that they can meaningfully and broadly 
contribute to the prevention agenda and founding ideals of peace, justice 
and equality to all of us. 

In many countries I have visited throughout the world, one of the most 
common explanations given by those who have taken up arms against 
their respective governments is exclusion and marginalisation. The percep-
tion of or actual exclusion of certain communities or groups of people is a 
key driver to armed conflicts. It is important that governments distribute 
resources and provide social and economic opportunities to ensure equita-
ble participation of all citizens in the development agenda. Equally true is 
that development partners have the responsibility to ensure that recipient 
governments implement development projects without favouritism or bias 
to certain communities. This is part of core prevention strategies, especially 
in divided societies.

In this regard, I am extremely concerned with the exclusion of pastoralist 
communities in many parts of the world, especially in Africa, which has 
led to the loss of many lives. Today more people are killed in farmer-herder 
conflicts in Africa than terrorist attacks. In some cases, the conflicts have 
mutated to identity, and whole communities are targeted on the basis of 
their ethnicity or religion. To prevent these tragic conflicts, governments 
should include pastoralists in their respective national development agenda, 
respect their livelihoods and guarantee them safety and security. No single 
community should be excluded based on its identity or for any political or 
economic reasons because such exclusionary practices breed armed conflicts.
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Civil society – a mitigating factor
The presence of a strong, representative civil society is also an important 
mitigating factor. One cannot emphasise enough the important role that 
civil society can play in preventing atrocity crimes. They can do so through 
monitoring and reporting on local developments, advocating for action to 
protect populations, and - crucially holding national governments and the 
international community to account for their actions and omissions.  
Religious leaders have a special responsibility. In countries such as the  
Central African Republic, Iraq or Myanmar, where they have inf luence 
over a large number of people, these actors can choose to play either a  
negative or a positive role. They can either inf lame religious hatred, or they 
can foster a culture of peace and acceptance. 

Conclusion
In conclusion, I would like to reiterate that an assessment of historical cases 
shows that atrocity crimes are most likely to occur in situations of armed 
conflict. But genocide and crimes against humanity have also occurred 
outside of violent conflict situations. This fact underlines the importance of 
paying attention to, understanding, and reacting to the early warning signs 
of atrocity crimes. However, we must move beyond early warning alone 
and insist on early action. Acting early increases the likelihood of being able 
to address a risk before it becomes a crisis.

I must submit that for the prevention of armed conflicts to be achieved, 
we need to do more individually and collectively. It would mean that 
our governments, regional and international organisations build resilient 
and cohesive societies. And when we see signs of fragility, we should take 
early, preventative actions. We should be open to mediation, dialogue 
and technical assistance in areas that could trigger conflict, for example in 
electoral processes or constitution-making. In unfortunate conflict cases 
in which international crimes are committed, we must explore the full 
spectrum of options in ensuring justice for the victims.  This means non-
impunity to atrocity crimes; non-politicisation of the International 
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Criminal Court (ICC) and any judicial institutions.  The UN Security 
ouncil should cease its selectivity in its referrals and interventions. Finally, 
we should all be protected under international norms; our rights are  
inseparable and indivisible. In this context, I call for universal ratification 
of relevant conventions; for example, the Genocide Convention, the Rome 
Statute of the ICC and the Malabo Protocol establishing the criminal juris-
diction of the African Court of Human Rights and Justice. We must imple-
ment collective decisions we undertake at multilateral institutions to prevent 
conflicts and protect populations.

Ladies and gentlemen 

Brothers and sisters

May Justice be our mighty defender and may all of us treat one another 
with dignity and respect, because we are all equal in humanity.  
May all of us live and work in the spirit of the ubuntu.

Thank you very much.
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Henrik Hammargren; Air Vice Marshall Griffiths S. Evans; Christine Evans-
Klock, UN Resident Coordinator for the Republic of Ghana; and Adama Dieng.

Adama Dieng delivering the Lecture. 
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The Commandant presented the KAIPTC plaque to Mr Adama for his excellent 
delivery of the 2018 Kofi Annan-Dag Hammarskjöld Lecture.

Panelists leaving the Lecture before the Roundtable. 
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Identifying and mitigating risks  
in the prevention of armed conflict

Accra, Ghana
3-4 October 2018

Following the lecture, the Foundation and the KAIPTC co-hosted a 
high-level meeting to continue discussions on approaches to strengthen-
ing risk analysis and the translation of such assessments into actionable 
joint responses to prevent violence and armed conf lict on the African 
continent. The objective of the roundtable was two-fold:   
1) to identify what is needed to strengthen the development and use of 
joint risk analyses in efforts to mitigate and prevent armed conf licts; 
and 2) to deepen understanding of how to strengthen the inclusion of a 
broad spectrum of society in prevention efforts. 

The United Nations and the African Union are both undergoing reform 
efforts to strengthen the way in which they work to support peace and 
security. Parallel resolutions by the UN General Assembly (70/262) and 
Security Council (SCR 2282) on the review of the peacebuilding archi-
tecture, adopted in April 2016 as well as the AU’s Agenda 2063, recog-
nise the need for enhanced cooperation and collaboration in ensuring 
that conf licts do not become violent. There is, however, a long way to 
go to operationalise this type of genuine collaboration.

The roundtable explored what is needed to advance coordination and 
cooperation in analysing and mitigating risk factors that could lead to 
armed conf licts. The discussions highlighted how various organisa-
tions work on risk analysis and mitigation, and explored experiences 
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and lessons learned from countries in which joint risk analysis has been 
conducted, and where it could be strengthened in order to prevent the 
spread or escalation of violence. Participants also considered how to 
strengthen the engagement of civil society, including women, youth and 
religious leaders, in advancing these efforts.

The roundtable discussions built on and elaborated key issues raised in 
Adama Dieng’s lecture, including the importance of strong and credible 
rule of law and justice institutions for preventing violence; the impera-
tive to address exclusion and marginalisation that serves as a motivating 
factor for groups to take up arms; and the need to acknowledge the criti-
cal work of civil society in sustaining peace. Participants also under-
scored the importance of:
1) advancing the Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development in promoting peace; 
2) national and regional ownership in ensuring that the UN’s sustaining 
peace and prevention agendas are translated into action and the need for 
the African Union and the Regional Economic Communities to engage 
in honest and open discussions on what is needed to advance their rela-
tionships; and 
3) deepening cooperation, strengthening strategic partnerships and gen-
erating ideas for action.
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Adama Dieng, a Senegalese jurist, was appointed as Under-Secretary-
General and Special Adviser of the Secretary-General on the Prevention 
of Genocide on 1 September 2012. Prior to his appointment,  
he had served since 2001 as Assistant Secretary-General and Registrar 
of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda. Before joining the 
United Nations, Mr Dieng was the Secretary-General of the Geneva-
based International Commission of Jurists for ten years (1990-2000). 
During his tenure, Mr Dieng served in various capacities including but 
not limited to: United Nations Independent Expert on Haiti;  
OIF Expert on Legal and Judicial Cooperation; Expert on Conception, 
Implementation and Evaluation of Projects relating to the Rule of Law, 
Democracy and Human Rights; Trainer on Electoral Law;  
Legal Columnist; Editor of Review, a legal journal of the International 
Commission of Jurists; Chairperson of the Editorial Group to assist the 
International Panel of Eminent Personalities to investigate the 1994 
Genocide in Rwanda and Surrounding Events (IPEP);  
Former Envoy of the United Nations Secretary-General to Malawi for 
mediation between the Government and the opposition. He has also 
served as Trial Observer and Head of numerous human rights fact-finding 
missions around the world. 
  

Adama Dieng   
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Kofi Annan–Dag Hammarskjöld Lecture
 
The Kofi Annan–Dag Hammarskjöld Lecture is given in honour of the 
legacy and achievements of Kofi Annan and Dag Hammarskjöld, the United 
Nations’ second and seventh Secretaries-General, and in recognition of the 
work and achievements of these two leaders for peace and development on 
the African continent.

The invited speaker should be an outstanding international personality  
who through actions in politics, research or practice has demonstrated a 
commitment to sustainable peace globally and made specific contributions  
to creating a more just, peaceful and environmentally sustainable Africa. 
Further information about the annual Kofi Annan–Dag Hammarskjöld 
Lecture including the full list of previous lecturers, can be found online at  
www.daghammarskjold.se and www.kaiptc.org. 
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Kofi Annan

Kofi A. Annan (1938–2018) served as the seventh Secretary-General of the 
United Nations from January 1997 to December 2006 and up until his 
passing served as founding chair of the Kofi Annan Foundation, created in 
2007 to mobilise political will to overcome threats to peace, development 
and human rights. 

One of his main priorities as Secretary-General was a comprehensive 
programme of reform that sought to revitalise the United Nations and 
make the international system more effective. It was also at Mr Annan’s 
urging that, in 2005, Member States established the Peacebuilding 
Commission. Mr Annan was a constant advocate for human rights, the 
rule of law, the Millennium Development Goals and Africa, and sought 
to bring the Organisation closer to the global public by forging ties with 
civil society, the private sector and other partners. In 2001, he and the 
United Nations were jointly awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace. 

Kofi Annan also held the position of Chancellor of the University of 
Ghana in addition to a number of other positions at Universities around 
the world. He was a board member, patron or honorary member of a 
number of organisations, including the United Nations Foundation. Born 
in Kumasi, Ghana, he is survived by his wife Nane and three children.
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Dag Hammarskjöld

Dag Hammarskjöld (1905-1961) served as Secretary-General of the UN 
with the utmost courage and integrity from 1953 until his death in 1961, 
creating standards against which his successors continue to be measured.

He stood firmly by the UN Charter and lost his life in pursuit of dialogue 
and peace; Hammarskjöld died in a plane crash on a mission to mediate in 
the 1960’s Congo crisis. For his service, he was posthumously awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize.

Hammarskjöld’s most notable achievements while serving as the world’s 
top international civil servant include restructuring of the UN to make 
it more effective, creating the basis for UN peacekeeping operations, and 
successfully implementing his ‘preventive diplomacy’ in crises from the 
Middle East to China.

When meeting these international challenges, Hammarskjöld combined 
great moral force with subtlety and insisted on the independence 
of his office. In doing so he created a lasting legacy of the role and 
responsibilities of the international civil servant. 
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Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping 
Training Centre

The Kofi Annan International Peacekeeping Training Centre (KAIPTC) 
is one of three institutions designated by the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS) as a regional Centre of Excellence for 
the delivery of training and research in the areas of conflict prevention, 
management and peacebuilding in Africa. 

Officially opened on 24 January 2004, the Centre was envisaged to address 
not only Ghana's needs for training men and women to meet the changing 
demands of complex and multidimensional peacekeeping activities, but also 
to help meet the peacekeeping training requirements of the West African 
sub-region and indeed, the continent.  

A few years into its operations, the KAIPTC has carved a niche as a 
world class research and training facility for enhanced performance in 
integrated peace support operations in Africa, drawing participants from 
the peacekeeping community, the security sector and civil, diplomatic and 
nongovernmental agencies. The KAIPTC has to date offered over 230 
courses related to peace support operations for over 11,000 military, police 
and civilian personnel.

More information about the KAIPTC at www.kaiptc.org.
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Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation

The Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation is a non-governmental organisation 
established in 1962 in memory of the second Secretary-General of the United 
Nations. The Foundation’s mission is to advance and facilitate dialogue and policy 
for sustainable development and peace. In the spirit of Dag Hammarskjöld, the 
Foundation aims to expand knowledge, catalyse new ideas and stimulate debate 
on multilateral cooperation, governance and the renewal of the UN system. 

Headquartered in Uppsala, Sweden, the Foundation works to uphold and  
develop its role in relation to the memory and legacy of Dag Hammarskjöld. 
Through its programmatic work, including seminars, lectures and publications, 
the Foundation shares information about his life and work, promoting a living 
legacy that can inspire current and future international civil servants to act with 
integrity and in accordance with the principles of the UN Charter. 

For more information about the Foundation see www.daghammarskjold.se
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Previous Kofi Annan -Dag Hammarskjöld Lecturers: 

2017 - Isaac Olawale Albert:  
Regional Engagement in Peacebuilding in Africa: Perspectives and Challenges

2016 - Karin Landgren:
Opening for Transformation: Three Security Reviews  

2015 - Mohammed Ibn Chambas:
The Growing Challenges of Peace and Security in Africa: A West African Perspective

2014 - Staffan de Mistura:
The UN, Peace and Security in Africa: Perspectives and Challenges

2013 - Ellen Margreth Loj:
Peacebuilding in Africa: Perspectives and Challenges – Interlinkages Between 
Peacekeeping, Peacebuilding and State Building





On 3 October 2018 Adama Dieng, the UN Under-Secretary-General  
and Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide, delivered the  
6th annual Kofi Annan–Dag Hammarskjöld Lecture at the Kofi 
Annan International Peacekeeping Training Center in Accra, Ghana. 

The lecture is co-organised by the Peacekeeping Training Center 
and the Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation to honour the legacies of 
the United Nations’ second and seventh Secretaries-General and 
in recognition of the work and achievements of these two leaders 
for peace and development on the African continent. The lecturers  
selected for this event are individuals who through actions in  
politics, research or practice have demonstrated their dedication to 
sustainable peace globally and made specific contributions to crea-
ting a more just, peaceful and environmentally sustainable Africa. 


