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The Dag Hammarskjold Lecture is organised by Uppsala University
and the Dag Hammarskjold Foundation in memory of the second
Secretary-General of the United Nations. It is given in recognition of the
values that inspired Dag Hammarskjéld personally and as Secretary-General,
particularly compassion, humanism and a commitment to international
solidarity and cooperation.

Each year, the lecture is offered to an outstanding international personality
who, in significant and innovative ways, contributes to a more just,
peaceful and environmentally sustainable world through
their contributions to politics or research.



The 2022 Dag Hammarskjold Lecture — Amina J. Mohammed

Strength in our common
humanity

Amina ]J. Mohammed

H. E. Amina J. Mohammed, Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations,
speaking on the occasion of the Dag Hammarskjlod Lecture 2022,
Uppsala, 23 February 2023.

skeksk

Mr. Krag, the Permanent Representative of Denmark to the United Nations had
this to say on Wednesday the 20th of September 1961:

“Never before in the history of international organisations

has one single man played so central a role as did Dag
Hammarskjold, or at his death, left a political vacuum, and a
grief embraced the globe, even those who did not agree with

a line of his action, had to bow to his diplomatic genius, his
serenity and integrity, his fearless struggle for peace and for
making our world organisation, the United Nations, an effective
instrument of international law. That was his ambition and he
died trying to serve it.”

These were tributes made on Wednesday the 20th of September 1961. I don’t
forget 1961 - the year that [ was born, a man whose shoulders that one would stand
on today in the United Nations, had died.

Excellencies, students, ladies and gentlemen, friends I’ve just seen in the audience
today,

It is a great honour and a pleasure for me to be here today, at this prestigious
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University, paying tribute to the legacy of Dag Hammarskjold — the second
Secretary-General of the United Nations and a trailblazer in so many ways.

Sixty-three years after his death, Dag Hammarskjold remains a source of
inspiration to the United Nations, to its leaders, aspiring diplomats and the world.
His wisdom, his compassion and dedication to serving humanity is reflected in
his own writing, from everything written about him, and the work he did until his
tragic death. He was a highly cultured man, a consummate diplomat who enjoyed
the arts, history and devoted time every day to literature — a habit that our current
Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres, also cherishes.

I see my friend and the former United Nations Deputy Secretary-General Mr.
Jan Eliasson in the room here today. Over the years, I have learned so much
about Dag Hammarskjold and his legacy from Mr. Eliasson, including in his
writings. What I admire most about Dag Hammarskjold is that he was a man
who acted on his deep commitments. He did not sit on the sidelines; he did not
deal only in abstractions. Far from it. He really did walk the talk. He backed his
principles with passion and pragmatism.

And he had the courage to redefine the parameters of his action to achieve
transformative impact in the lives of people, bringing to life the charter across
the pillars. He pushed the envelope and in practice strengthened the leadership of
the function of the Secretary-General in ways that few anticipated at that time. He
redefined the function more as one of a General, less of a Secretary. Through his
courage, he carved out greater operational autonomy for both his office and the
United Nations, all in the pursuit of the charter’s aims.

And in doing so, Dag Hammarskjold created a closer collaboration with the
Security Council in what was later to be labeled ”preventive diplomacy”. He
instilled a greater sense of responsibility to support developing nations and the
obligation for the United Nations to act in times of crisis. He led by example when
he went on a mission to 21 countries and territories in Africa, assessing their needs
and shaping his vision for international cooperation. And it is precisely while
pursuing peace, development, and human rights in what is today the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, that he paid the heaviest price with his life.

He left us at a time when the first cohort of African countries were gaining
independence and the continent had initiated the inexorable march towards
freedom and self-determination. A trajectory that was deeply influenced by Dag
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Hammarsk;jold and the bold United Nations he spearheaded. Today, we do stand
on his shoulders when we promise to ‘leave no one behind’.

Friends, dear students,

Inadeeply polarized environment, at the height of the Cold War, Dag Hammarskjold
saw the vital role of the United Nations in building the bridges of multilateralism
that worked for all countries.

Today, tensions and divisions around the world are at levels not seen since the
Cold War era. A growing geopolitical divide is limiting our collective ability to
respond and resolve the crises. Old conflicts are escalating and becoming more
complex. New crises are erupting. And we have not silenced the guns. Inequalities
at national and global levels are rising and triggering social tensions. North-South
divides are deepening, fueled by frustration, anger, and a lack of solidarity.

Antisemitism, anti-Muslim hatred, the persecution of Christians and the
harassment and abuse of vulnerable minorities of all kinds are on the march.
Gender equality has gone into reverse and there is a global backlash against the
rights of women. Political movements based on racist and extremist ideologies
have taken root in some of our countries - a sign of weak and inept leadership.

Our war on nature is accelerating an environmental catastrophe, as nature is
fighting back. Technological progress brings enormous benefits, including in
accelerating the green transitions, facilitating education and learning, and helping
to save lives. But it also brings serious risks, from sophisticated new autonomous
weapons to the emergence of cyberspace as a potential new domain for conflict.

The nature of conflict itself is also evolving, accompanied by significant levels of
violence and human rights crises in several regions and countries, across borders.
In the Sahel, where lack of development, the climate crisis and governance
weaknesses are being exploited by terrorists threatening to engulf the region and
where we have witnessed several recent unconstitutional changes of government,
sadly celebrated by their populations, a sign perhaps, that our democratic
institutions are failing the very people they were set up to serve.

In Haiti, where natural disasters and a prolonged security and constitutional crisis
are causing a deep humanitarian and human rights emergency, there are horrific
levels of gender- based and gang violence. In Afghanistan and other places in the
Muslim world, women and girls’ lives and futures are put on hold by men, with
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extreme ideologies. This is just one example of the severe global backlash against
gender equality and the indelible rights of women and girls.

There is a crisis of trust — in institutions, in leadership, between nations and
amongst citizens. We need to leverage our ambitious global frameworks and wage
leadership to respond to the current interlinked crisis.

Students, friends,

Tomorrow marks one year since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. A year of
unspeakable suffering and devastation for the Ukrainian people. A year of grave
violations of the UN charter and international law. A year of tragic setbacks
around the globe due to the impact of the war on food and energy prices, economic
stability and beyond.

Millions of people have fled in search of safety inside Ukraine or across borders as
refugees, the majority of them women and children. And the chances for further
escalation and bloodshed are growing. Ukrainians need peace. Europe needs peace
and the world needs peace. Peace on earth and in the hearts and minds of leaders.

Dag Hammarskjold once said, and I quote: “The pursuit of peace and progress cannot
end in a few years in either victory or defeat. The pursuit of peace and progress, with
its trials and its errors, its successes and its setbacks, can never be relaxed and never
abandoned.” We need to remember this simple yet profound realization.

We need to transform our approach to peace and security for a new era of
geopolitical and international relations, with the risk of fracture and decupling
in different blocks. This means protecting the Charter, fighting for it, and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights - which turns 75 this year. We need to
invest in sustainable development as the ultimate solution for a future of peace,
dignity, and prosperity.

This is the only way to address the root causes of conflict and other vulnerabilities.
The only way to prevent the seeds of war from sprouting. It is the only way to give
a fair chance to people, wherever they live, to prosper in our human family, with
a life of dignity.

This is at the heart of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. It is also the
cornerstone of the Secretary- General’s vision for a United Nations that is able to
act more coherently across its activities on peace, development, humanitarian and
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human rights. After all, as Dag put it: “constant attention by a good nurse is just
as important as a major operation by a surgeon”.

The Black Sea Grain Initiative is a key example of this approach. Beyond the
devastating consequences for the people of Ukraine, the war has far-reaching global
implications. Accelerating global crises in access to food, energy, and finance, with
a heightening risk of famine from the Gulf of Aden to the Horn of Africa.

The Black Sea Grain Initiative has been critical to address the global implications
for the world’s most vulnerable people and countries. By ensuring a safe maritime
corridor from Ukraine ports, the Black Sea Grain Initiative has enabled exports of
grain and much more to continue in spite of the war. More than 20 million metric
tons of foodstuffs have now been safely reconnected to global supply chains on
more than 700 ships, helping to bring down prices around the world. More than
half have gone to developing countries, where the needs are the greatest.

Friends,

Peace, human rights and sustainable development go hand in hand. A lack of
sustainable development ferments grievances, injustice and inequalitics. When
people lack access to education, healthcare, jobs, opportunities and basic rights,
they are deprived of their human rights, and they lose trust in institutions, and
the leadership that is there to serve them. When the rule of law and democratic
representation are weakened, hostility and intolerance may flourish.

And conflict and insecurity make sustainable development impossible and often
reverses progress that has already been made. Sustainable, inclusive development
is the only way to achieve durable peace that is resilient to the shocks and crises
of our times, that brings our human family together. Sustainable development and
respect for all human rights — economic, social, cultural, civil, and political — are
the only reliable tools that can break through cycles of instability, address the
underlying drivers of fragility and humanitarian need, and tackle the root causes
of conflict.

Put simply: if we fail to meet the development needs of our time, we fail to secure
peace for our future. And that is why we need strengthened political leadership
to achieve the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals. It is why we
need to double down on our efforts to implement the Goals, particularly in the
countries that are farthest behind.
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Ladies and gentlemen, dear students,

Along with many others, I spent four years in the run-up to 2015 negotiating and
crafting the 2030 Agenda and the 17 SDGs. In 2015, when the goals were adopted,
I did not think any of us imagined that half-way through our journey to 2030, we
would actually be moving backwards.

For the first time since it was established in 1990, the United Nations Human
Development Index has declined for two years in a row. This is the very difficult
development landscape we face, in an even more complex environment. The
United Nations Secretary-General issued an SOS for the Sustainable Development
Goals last year - we need to rescue them. We need to fight for them.

This year, when world leaders gather for the SDG summit in September,
we will need a radical shift. The Summit must be a turning point in the SDG
implementation — or we will never make up the ground that is lost. We need
an ambitious Political Declaration that generates fresh momentum and higher
ambition, creates important breakthroughs and strong partnerships that will ignite
a new wave of progress between now and 2030.

We are calling on every world leader to come to the Summit with a clear vision on
how to get the Goals back on track, to accelerate key transitions on energy, on food
systems, digital technology and education. We need to transform our education
systems to achieve SDG4 and prepare for the fourth industrial revolution that’s
already arrived. Today’s education needs to teach students how to learn, and it
should be available to people throughout their lives.

We need a just and inclusive energy transition to renewables if we are to limit
temperature rise to 1.5 degrees — the commitment made by all countries in
the Paris Agreement in 2015. And yet today, 1.5 is on life support. The energy
transition has to encompass social protection and decent job investments for those
employed in fossil fuels and related industries. The transitions must deliver more
resilient, inclusive economies that can withstand the challenges of our times and
the crises of the future.

We also need the digital transition to improve people’s lives — particularly those
farthest behind. And yet, they risk being left even farther behind unless we
work together to secure an open, free, inclusive and secure digital future for all,
especially for our women and girls.

—10 —
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Students, friends,

All these transitions depend on investment — in people, in human security, in
our shared prosperity, to address the root causes of conflict and violence. Yet
investments in development are falling far short. Many countries have been forced
to divert funds away from long term development in order to meet immediate
crises. Their future has been traded for the desperate needs of the present. This
may have grave consequences.

The Secretary-General has called on the G20 for an SDG stimulus this year to support
the countries of the Global South. He has also called for significant transformation
to the global financial system - designed so many decades ago and no longer able to
respond to today’s demands and needs. And this is important when we talk about
vulnerable middle- income countries and our least-developed countries.

We need to place the needs of developing countries at the center if we want genuine
partnerships, if want a more stable world, if we want a world where we can trade,
where prosperity would reign, where we have human rights at the center.

We also need to look at ODA, Official Development Assistance, with a new
mindset — a mindset of investment. It is such a small amount yet it’s such a critical
and important part of the finance mix for any country to develop. It has huge
returns in the lives of people, especially women and youth.

We should see ODA as an investment by developed countries in developing
countries - as a partnership for the future. A partnership for peace and prosperity.
An investment that can catalyze other sources of funding and together with
domestic resources enable transformative policies and enabling environments for
trade and technology.

Sweden is one of the few countries that fulfills its commitment to dedicate 0.7 percent
of its GDP to Official Development Assistance. This shows your strong engagement
to the Sustainable Development Goals and your solidarity with countries of the Global
South. Sweden is also a strong supporter of development coordination, which ensures
that our resources go further, in line with the needs and priorities of governments.

Development coordination is low cost and high impact. Our Resident Coordinators
- the leaders of the UN development team in each country - are driving greater
coherence and impact at the country level, they forge partnership and convene for
joint support to countries strides to achieve the Sustainable Development goals.

—11 -
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Ladies and gentlemen,

Dag Hammarskjold understood that the United Nations — like our world — is
not perfect. But he knew it is indispensable. For over seven decades, the United
Nations has been the cornerstone of the multilateral system. It is our global town
hall for our global village, in which all countries are represented and have a voice.
And it is foundational to building peace and global solidarity. The United Nations
remains the only forum in the world where parties come together to transform
common threats into shared solutions.

Today more than ever, our challenges are deeply interconnected, and yet we struggle
to find the solutions together. During the commemorations of the 75th anniversary
of the United Nations, our Member States recognized the urgent need for collective
action to address today’s challenges. They adopted a resolution - that Sweden,
together with Qatar facilitated - where, for the sake of future generations, Member
States pledged to ensure the future we want and the United Nations we need.

In response, the Secretary-General presented a report on Our Common Agenda -
his vision for the future of global cooperation and a reinvigorated multilateralism
to deal with today’s interconnected threats. He’s called for a multilateralism
anchored in the full, equal, and meaningful participation of women and young
people, and greater inclusion of all groups that are marginalized. Our Common
Agenda is a booster shot for the SDGs. And it addresses challenges and gaps in the
multilateral frameworks that have become more urgent since 2015.

We are now working with Member States, civil society and academia to give
substance to this vision - renewing solidarity between people, meeting the needs
of future generations, protecting our precious planet and environment, forging a
new social contract anchored in human rights, and also embracing the need for a
new financial architecture and a new peace architecture.

You all have a role to play, as students, academics, surely. But also, as young people.
We know it is not easy. Many young people, in Sweden and elsewhere, feel insecure
about the future — for some very obvious reasons. You may feel exhausted and
perhaps even hopeless at times — inheriting a world with so many crises.

But I appeal to you to continue to raise your voices. Continue to work and fight
for that change. You are one of the most precious resources in our world. You are
agents of transformation. Your thoughts and opinions are fundamentally important
for the changes and transformations we need today.

—12 -
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We need more, not less, participation and activism by young people to drive
progress on peace, human rights and sustainable development. We do need you
to be disruptive because the challenges of today will not go without it. And I can
assure you that, the United Nations are listening and amplifying your voices. We
are strengthening our work with young people by establishing a dedicated youth
office that will represent you in intergovernmental decision-making.

The future belongs to you. But the future is already here. It is your action today that
will shape tomorrow, and the day after tomorrow... And the day after. It is a journey,
and it’s a tough one. Every single step count, and you should make it matter.

Dear students, friends,

Sweden has been a force for multilateralism and an important partner to the
United Nations over the last 75 years. The strong voice and leadership of Sweden
in the United Nations, for it is made up of Member States and it is only as strong
as its weakest link, is crucial for building solidarity that we need to remind us of
our common humanity.

So, I appeal to Sweden, to those in this room who have leadership responsibilities
in your different countries, in your communities, to continue your strong
commitment to international cooperation, with the United Nations at the center.
And I look forward to continuing our partnership with the EU during your
presidency of the European Council. We need leadership.

And just as Dag Hammarskjold did, we need to act. Let us act together in
solidarity, to ensure that current and future generations can enjoy a life of dignity
and prosperity on a safe and healthy planet. We can do this.

Much of what I’ve said today is to paint a picture of the reality, but perhaps what
you all know—and I haven’t had the time to say—is that we have never been
more endowed with the tools, the education, the partnerships, and a world that can
do. So let us find strength in our common humanity, our diversity, and together
confront the challenges and turn them into opportunities.

Thank you.

skeksk
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After the lecture, Henrik Hammargren, Executive Director of Dag
Hammarskjold Foundation, presented the medal:

Excellencies
Vice-Chancellor

Mpr. County Governor
Colleagues and Students
Ladies and Gentlemen

Your Excellency Ms. Deputy Secretary General of the United Nations Amina
Mohamed,

You are the 22nd person to have delivered a Dag Hammarskjold-Lecture at
Uppsala University.

The University has instituted a special medal, which is bestowed upon the Dag
Hammarskjold Lecturers. The medal was created by the artist Annette Rydstrom
and is cast in bronze.

Its obverse side shows a portrait of Dag Hammarskjold and the reverse - a
handshake — as a symbol of ‘Concordia’, representing collaboration, inclusivity,
and Hammarskjold’s legacy in diplomacy.

In the Latin inscription, Uppsala University dedicates the medal in memory of
his outstanding achievements.

It is an honour for the University and the Dag Hammarskjold Foundation to
award the lecturer with the medal. We sincerely thank you and congratulate you
for your achievements.

As the Dag Hammarskjold lecturer, you are invited to join the International
Honorary Committee of the Dag Hammarskjold Foundation, where leaders in
international cooperation and development can gather to reflect and drive debate
and progress on global challenges and solutions.

The Dag Hammarskjold Lecture Committee’s is comprised of representatives of

Uppsala University and the Dag Hammarsk;jold Foundation. Please allow me to
state the Committees motivation for the selection of the lecturers:

14—
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Her excellency, Dr. Amina Mohamed was chosen by the Lecture
Committee to deliver the 2022 Dag Hammarskjold lecture for her
exceptional commitment to multilateralism and to the United Nations.

With outstanding stamina and determination, Dr Amina
Mohammed has demonstrated unique leadership in promoting and
defending the very core of the UN Charter. With this leadership,
she has continuously inspired the engagement of members states
to stay committed and to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda
and the pursuit of the 17 sustainable development goals.

Dr. Amina’s courage and commitment have not wavered despite
the many challenges that have strained the global community and
the multilateral system during recent years, including accelerating
climate change and destruction to the natural environment; the
devastating Covid-19 pandemic and its compounding effects
on inequalities, poverty and development; and persistent armed
conflicts in contexts across the globe.

Your Excellency, Ms. Amina Mohammed, I now invite you to accept the 22nd
medal, with your name engraved on the rim, from the Vice Chancellor.

— 15 —
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Amina J. Mohammed

Amina J. Mohammed is the Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations and
Chair of the United Nations Sustainable Development Group.

Prior to her appointment, Ms. Mohammed served as Minister of Environment of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria where she steered the country’s efforts on climate
action and to protect the natural environment.

Ms. Mohammed first joined the United Nations in 2012 as Special Adviser to
former

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon with the responsibility for post-2015 development
planning. She led the process that resulted in global agreement around the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the creation of the Sustainable
Development Goals.

Ms. Mohammed began her career working on the design of schools and clinics in
Nigeria. She served as an advocate focused on increasing access to education and
other social services, before moving into the public sector, where she rose to the
position of adviser to four successive Presidents on poverty, public sector reform,
and sustainable development.

Ms. Mohammed has been conferred several honorary doctorates and has served
as an adjunct professor, lecturing on international development. The recipient of
various global awards, Ms. Mohammed has served on numerous international
advisory boards and panels.

Adapted from www.un.org.
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Dag Hammarskjold

Dag Hammarskjold (1905-1961) served as Secretary-General of the UN with the
utmost courage and integrity from 1953 till his death in 1961, creating standards
against which his successors continue to be measured. He stood firmly by the
UN Charter and lost his life in pursuit of dialogue and peace; Dag Hammarsk;jold
died in a plane crash on a mission to mediate in the 1960’s Congo crisis. For his
service, he was posthumously awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

Dag Hammarskjold’s most notable achievements while serving as the world’s
top international civil servant include restructuring of the UN to make it more
effective, creating the basis for UN peacekeeping operations, and successfully
implementing his “preventive diplomacy” in crises from the Middle East to
China. Before he was appointed UN Secretary-General, Hammarskjold held
several senior positions in the Swedish civil service and became a non-partisan
member of the Swedish Cabinet.

Dag Hammarskjold also had many cultural interests and served as a member
of the Swedish Academy, the body that awards the Nobel Prize for Literature.
Another testament to this literary side is his journal of personal and spiritual
reflections which was published posthumously as Markings in 1963. Dag
Hammarskjold spent much of his childhood and adolescence in Uppsala, which
also became his final resting place.
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Uppsala University

Uppsala University, founded in 1477, is the oldest and best-known university
in Scandinavia. Famous scholars such as Rudbeck, Celsius and Linnaeus were
professors here, as well as eight Nobel Prize laureates, among them Archbishop
Nathan Soderblom, who was also the University’s Pro-Chancellor. He received
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1930. Dag Hammarskjold got his degree 1925 at Uppsala
University in different subjects including history, linguistics and literature.
Further studies led to degrees in economics, law and a doctoral degree in
economics in 1934.

The University’s international studies library is named after Dag Hammarsk;jold
and, in 1981, the Swedish Parliament established the Dag Hammarskjold Chair of
Peace and Conflict Research at Uppsala University.

WWW.uu.se

Dag Hammarskjold Foundation

The Dag Hammarskjold Foundation is a non-governmental organisation
established in 1962 in memory of the second UN Secretary-General, which
aims to advance dialogue and policy for sustainable development and peace.
The Swedish parliament took the initiative to set up the Foundation shortly
after Hammarskjold’s tragic death and UN General Assembly Resolution 1757
welcomed its establishment.

The Foundation is an autonomous institution and is unaffiliated with any
political, religious or ideological groups; its work is guided by respect for and
alignment to the principles outlined in the UN Charter.

www.daghammarskjold.se
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Previous Dag Hammarskjold Lectures:

2021:  Agneés Callamard, 4 global compact for a world beyond COVID
2019:  Christina Figueres, Leadership for the decisive decade

2018:  Antonio Guterres, Twenty-first century challenges and the enduring

wisdom of Dag Hammarskjold

2016:  Ban Ki-moon: Evolving Threats, Timeless Values: The United Nations
In A Changing Global Landscape, 2016

2015:  José Ramos-Horta, Preventing Conflicts, Building Durable Peace
2014:  Helen Clark, The Future We Want - Can We Make It A Reality?
2013:  Margot Wallstrom, Sexual Violence in Armed Conflict, 2013
Tarja Halonen, Women’s Participation in the Sustainable World, 2012

Jan Eliasson, Peace Development and Human Rights — The Indispensable
Connection, 2011

Francis Deng, Idealism and Realism — Negotiating sovereignty in divided nations,
2010

Karen AbuZayd, Rights, Justice and United Nations Values — Reflections through
a Palestine Refugee Prism, 2009

Martti Ahtisaari, Can the International Community Meet the Challenges Ahead of
Us?, 2008

Sture Linnér and Sverker Astrém, UN Secretary-General Hammarskjold
— Reflections and personal experiences, 2007

Hans Blix, UN Reform and World Disarmament — Where do we go?, 2005

Noeleen Heyzer, Woman, War and Peace — Mobilising for Peace and Security in
the 2ist Centruy, 2003 Lakhdar Brahimi, The Rule of Law at Home and Abroad,
2002

Kofi Annan, Dag Hammarskjéld and the 21st Century, 2001

Joseph Rotblat, The Nuclear Age — A Curse and a Challenge: The Role of Scientists,
2001

Brian Urquhart, Between Sovereignty and Globalisation — Where does the
United Nations fit in?, 2000
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The medal which Uppsala University has produced in memory of Dag Hammarskjold
is awarded to the Dag Hammarskjold Lecturers. It is designed by Annette Rydstrom
and cast in bronze. The obverse shows a portrait of Dag Hammarskjéld and on the
reverse a handshake and a text in Latin which reads: ‘Uppsala University to its disciple
in memory of his outstanding achieve ments.’
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